
Demand Drivers and Trends  
in South East Asia 

by  

Panus  Watanachai, CEO 

Panus Assembly Co.,Ltd., Thailand 



1. Opportunities, Trends and Experiences in AEC 

Outline of Presentation 

2. Why THAILAND?  

3. Who is PANUS ? What plan 

4. Questions and Answers 



A E C 

Population  ~ 600,000,000

Countries  10 

Brunei, Cambodia,  
Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, 
Burma, Philippines, 
Singapore, Vietnam and 
Thailand 

Opportunities 



What is AEC ? 

  AEC              Asean Economics Community 

 ASEAN          Brunei, Cambodia,  Indonesia,   
 (10 countries)           Laos, Malaysia, Burma, Philippines,   
                       Singapore, Vietnam and Thailand 

  ASEAN + 3   China, Japan, Korea 

  ASEAN + 6   Australia, New Zealand, India    



Single Market and Production Base 

Highly Competitive Economic Region 

Region of Equitable Economic Development 

Region fully Integrated into the Global Economy 

What AEC try to achieve ? 



Free flow of Goods 

Free flow of Services 

Free flow of Investment 

Free flow of Skilled Labor 

Free flow of Capital 

A E C 
Asean Economics Community 

Opportunities 

Mean 



EAFTA (East Asia FTA) 
(ASEAN +3) 
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A E C 
Asean Economics Community 

Population :- 

ASEAN 10                : Population 600 m. 

                                  (9% of World’s Population)    

EAFTA (ASEAN +3)  : Population 2,068 m.  

                                  (31% of World’s Population)     

CEPEA (ASEAN +6) : Population 3,284 m.  

                                   (50% of World’s Population)       



ASEAN 10  
+3 

NAFTA  

EU27  

+6 

GDP (USD. tri)          2010     2015           Change 
EU27    16        18.9            18% 
NAFTA    17     21             23% 
ASEAN +6   16.9    24.9            47.3% 
ASEAN +3   14     20.8            48.6% 

ASIA will be a part of the World Major Economic Areas 

Source :  Fiscal Policy Research Institute Foundation 

Trend 



12 Priority Sectors under AEC 

!    Agro based Products 
!    Air Travel 
!    Automotive 
!    E-ASEAN 
!    Electronics 
!    Fisheries 
!    Healthcare 
!    Rubber based Products 
!    Textiles and Apparels 
!    Tourism  
!    Wood Based Products 
!    Logistics 



Why  THAILAND ? 

!    Geographic, Logistic 

!    Competitiveness 

!    Investment plan 



Why THAILAND ? 

Thailand is looking toward positioning itself as  

the  Center of the ASEAN Economic Community   

which starts in 2015 

-Can be reach By Air in 4 hours 



Asian Highway Route Map 



Thailand’s greatest challenge to the road freight industry - traffic 



Asian Railway Route Map 



Thailand is investing in public transport 



!    67 million people (3 times Australia) 

!   Only south-east Asian nation that has never been 
colonized 

!   95 per cent of population is Buddhist 

!     3.77% GDP growth in 2013  

      (Australia was 2.6 per cent) 

!    2.2 million legal and illegal migrants in Thailand 

Fast Fact THAILAND  



GDP US$ 366 Billion (2012) 
US$ 5,390 per Capita 

39.2% 
Industry 

52.4% 
Services 

(Logistic 21%) 

8.4% 
Agriculture 

Upper middle income 
country with growing 
middle class 

Thailand is the world’s 

!    17th largest manufacturer 

!    1oth biggest car market (2.1 m./y.) 

!     20th largest exporter of goods 

!     33th largest economy 

Labor Force : 40.2 Million 

Source :  MOC, NESDB, Pocket World in Figures 2013  

Fast Fact THAILAND  



Year 2012 Population 
(Millions) 

GDP 
(USD Billion) 

FDI 
(USD Billion) 

  1. Indonesia 241 878 19.8 

  2. Thailand 67 366 8.6 

  3. Malaysia 29 304 10 

  4. Singapore 5 275 56.6 

  5. Philippines 96 250 2.7 

  6. Vietnam 89 142 8.3 

  7. Myanmar 55 55 2.2 

  8. Brunei 0.42 17 .85 

  9. Cambodia 15 14 1.5 

10. Lao PDR 6 9 .29 

Thailand : 2nd Largest Economy in ASEAN 

Source :  UNCTAD 



The World Bank Ranks THAILAND 
among the Easiest places to do 

Business in Asia and 18th in the World 

Competitiveness THAILAND  
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Fast Fact THAILAND  



0% 

5% 

10% 

15% 

20% 

25% 

30% 

Singapore Thailand Vietnam Malaysia Indonesia 

Low Corporate Income Tax 2013 

Fast Fact THAILAND  
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Low Costs of Office Occupancy 

Source :  CBRE Prime Office Occupancy Costs 

Fast Fact THAILAND  



Number of Projects  
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ROAD (33.9%) 

US$21.78 billion 

RAIL (60.8%) 

US$39.07 billion 

MARINE (3.3%) 

US$2.13 billion 

AIR (1.93%) 

US$1.24 billion 

Total budget: US$64.2 billion 

Investment Budget Plan for Transportation, 2013-2020 

Source :  The Office of Transport and Traffic Policy and Planning 



Thailand is investing in public transport 
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Investment THAILAND  



Water taxis carry 50,000 passengers per day 



Attractive Investment Incentives 

Tax 

Import Duty Exemptions/ Reductions 

Corporate Income Tax/Exemption 
for 3 to 8 years 

50% Reduction of Corporate 
Income Tax for up to 5 years 

Double Deduction on Utility Costs 

Deductions for Qualifying 
Infrastructure Costs 

Non-Tax 

Land Ownership Rights 

Work Permit & Visa 
Facilitation 



Vehicle Dimension Comparison 

*Australia Thailand 

Rigid 12.5m 12.2m 

Semi-trailer 19.0m 16.0m 

B-double 25.0m NA 

Double road train 36.5m NA 

Triple road train 53.5m NA 

Maximum height 4.2m 

Maximum width 2.5m 2.5m 



*Australia Thailand 

Tandem-axle rigid 22.5t 21.0t 

Twin-steer 28.5t 25.0t 

4-axle semi-trailer 32.0t 32.0t 

5-axle semi-trailer 39.0t 36.0t 

6-axle semi-trailer 42.5t 38.0t 

B-double 62.5t N/A 

Vehicle Mass Comparison 



Who is PANUS ? 



!    Over 45 year Experiences 

!   Largest Trailer Manufacturer in Thailand 

!      Manufactures over 300 units per month 

!      A model range of over 400 different bodies and trailers 

!    9 M.USD. Capital 

!    International Standard : ISO9001:2008,     

        OHSAS18001:2007, TIS18001:2011, UL Standard 

        ADR Standard and IATA Strategic Partnerships 

!       Land Area 52 acres, 900 employees  

Trailblazing Logistics Solution 



Trailblazing Logistics Solution 

PANUS Assembly Office, Thailand 



Trailblazing Logistics Solution 

PANUS Assembly Factory, Thailand 


